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King were condemned. But that was long before it
was known that they would drive side by side in the
same car in Marseilles. He was to be killed because he
was supporting the policy of King Alexander. Later,
at the murder trial at Aix-en-Provence, the President of
the Court naturally called attention to this condemnation.
Counsel for the defence was unable to make out a strong
case for his theory that the killing of Barthou was
unpremeditated. Nevertheless, it was probably an acci-
dent. Vlada the Chauffeur had it in his power to kill
Barthou, but he only incapacitated him. He shot him
in the right arm. It was not a mortal wound and had
the Frenchman received prompt and efficient attention
he would have walked out from the hospital a few hours
after the tragedy with his arm in a sling. There is a
theory that he was deliberately allowed to bleed to death
in Marseilles, but one can hardly credit that.

But Barthou's strengthening of the influence of the
Little Entente and support of Alexander had made him
powerful enemies. It was reported after his visit to
England in the previous July that revisionism in London
had lost ground. Following upon his visit Sir John
Simon publicly approved the Balkan Pact. Alexander's
enemies in Europe were Barthou's enemies. There
were no tears shed for him in Hungary and Italy. His
removal made it easier for Italy to bind France in a
dangerous agreement to passivity.

Three days after Barthou arrived back in Paris the
world was astonished by the Nazi murders. These
were so sensational that it was said the date, the 30th
June, 1934, would be for ever remembered in history.
Barthou's peaceful mission to the Little Entente became
a pale, colourless event beside the fierce actuality of the
new Europe that was coming into being, achieved by
violence and founded on brute force.

There had been a conspiracy against Hitler. Its
object has never been revealed, but one may surmise that
it was the seizure of power in 'Germany. The leaders